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Five new localities of Myosotis orbelica (Ve!.) D. Peev et N. And. are reported 
from Bulgaria. 

In 1891, Czech botanist J . Velenovsky, an outstanding student of Balkan flora, dis
tinguished and described on his material from Rila Mts. Myosotis palustris var. orbelica 
(Velenovsky 1891:401 ). Since that time, after a substantiated reevaluation of its taxonomic 
position, Myosotis orbelica (Vel.) D. Peev et N. And. has been treated as a distinct species 
of the Myosotis palustris group. However, our knowledge of its distribution range has not 
been significantly modified since the Velenovsky publication. 

Judging from sporadic literature data and herbarium vouchers (herb. PR, PRC, SOA, 
SOM examined), Myosotis orbelica has been regarded as an endemic of the high Bulgarian 
mountains of Rila and Pirin (Schuster 1967, Peev et Andreev 1989), where its occurrence 
has so far been confirmed with certainty only from wet meadows above 1800 m (Peev et 
Andreev Le.). Urumov (1917) 1 and Davidov (1904, sec. Peev et Andreev 1989) indicated 
M. orbelica also from the Rhodopes Mts. and the Predbalkan region, respectively. 

In studying the Bulgarian populations of the Myosotis palustris group in the field, 
we have found M. orbelica in the following localities interesting from a phytogeographical 
point of view (see also Fig. 1). 
1. Western Stara planina Mts. - a fen in the valley of the Srebarna reka, 2 km NW of the 

village of Komstica, limestone, ea 900 ma. s. 1., 20. VI. 1990, Markova et Stepankova, 
PR et SOA. 

1 In studying the literature dealing with the distribution of M. orbelica, we have revealed the fact that 
some literature records are interpreted erroneously in the Flora of the PR of Bulgaria. Peev and Andreev 
(1989:210) in the paragraph summarizing localities recorded in the literature, also give the following stands 
of M. orbelica: "Sredna Stara planina et Osogovska planina (Urum.:1917)" . However, in the Urumov work 
(1917:145), the above localities refer to M. palustris L. var. scabra Link, and by no means to M. orbe/ica. 
Urnmov (I. c.) merely listed "Yundola and Filibelijskata poljana" as the locali ties of M. orbe/ica (under the 
name of M. palustris var. orbelica Ve!.). The latter two localities are situated in the W . Rhodopes, in a 
region phytogeographically very different from the Stara planina and the Osogovska planina Mts . 
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Fig. 1- New localities of Myosotis orbelica (Vet.) D. Peev et N. Andr . in Bulgaria. 

2. Znepole region - wet meadows in the locality Gerena, near the village of Ezdimirci, ea 
900 ma. s. 1., 5. VIL 1990, Valjovska, SOA. 

3. Western Rhodopes Mts. - a wet meadow above the locality Yundola, Kurtovo tourist 
complex, ea 1500 m a. s. 1., 5. VIL 1985, Stepankova, PR et SOA. 

4. Western Rhodopes Mts. - wet meadows in the locality Beglica, Rakovo dere, ea 1600 
m a. s. 1., 5. VII. 1985, Stepankova, PR et SOA. 

5. Central Rhodopes Mts. - wet meadows around Smoljanski lakes, 1520 m a. s. 1., 
Stepankova, PR et SOA. 

6. Central Rhodopes Mts . - Rozenski livadi wet meadows, along the Progled - Sokolovci 
road, 1600 m a. s. 1., 3. VII. Stepankova PR et SOA. 
From the list it is evident that the western and central Rhodopes very likely also belong 

to the region in which M. orbelica is not a rare species. The geographical position of the 
localities 1 and especially 2 gives us an opportunity to presume that M. orbelica is to 
be found also in the Yugoslavian mountains. These two localities also complete the data 
concerning the altitudinal distribution of M. orbelica. Their vertical position ( ea 900 m 
a. s. 1.) considerably extends the lower limit (ea 1800 m given for this species in the 
literature - Schuster 1967, Peev et Andreev 1989). 
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Souhrn 
V Bulharsku bylo zjisteno nekolik novych, z fytogeografickeho hlediska zajimavych lokalit druhu Myosotis 
orbelica. 
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Einheimische Grosspilze. Bestirnmungstafeln fiir Pilzfreunde 

G. Fischer, Jena 1990, 247 str ., cena neuvedena. (Kniha je v knihovne CSBS.) 

Urfovani hub zacateeniky, kteH nejsou obeznameni se zakladni sestavou befoej i se vyskytujicich druhu, 
patH k nejobtffoejsim pi'i urfovani pfoodnin . J e to dano hlavne tim, ze urcujeme houby pod le klicu, ktere 
jsou zalozeny pfevafoe na v mikrostruktufe plodnic: to vyfaduje znaene zkusenosti s mikroskopovanfm a 
prirozene i prislusne vybaveni, j ez nema kazdy k dispozici. Uvedeni zacateenika do urfo vani hub je proto 
jiste nelehky ukol , ktery se autofi recenzovane knihy pokusili - a to s uspechem - splnit, a to jen za pouzitl 
makroznaku . 

Kniha je fesena zcela netradiene, a to ve forme graficky provedenych tabuli, na nichz je kombinovan 
vlastne normalni slovni dichotomi cky klic se schematickymi kresbami plodnic hub nebo jejich cast! a charak
teristickymi znaky. Dichotomicky klic je navfc graficky doplnen vyraznymi sipkami, jimiz je uzivatel klice 
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