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A new Polygala species from the Sudan 
Novy drub rodu Polygala ze Sudanu 

Jindtich Chrtek 

CURTER .T. (1076): A n0w Polygala specie's from the Sudan. - Preslia, Praha, 48 : 
s:J-s4. 
A now 1-'peoics of I'olyr;ulrt, P. kassosii C'ImTEK. is descrilwd from near Oedarif in the 
Suchn. 
Depflrtment of Botany, Caroline r·ni1•ersity of I'ra(rue, Benatskcl 2, 1:2S 01 I'raha 2, 
C:.echoslovakia. 

\Yhile studying the gt' 1ll18 Polygala in the H ('rba,rium of the Un..iYcrsity 
of Cairo (CAI), an intcrcRtinf! C'ollection from the Rudan ra,rnc into my hands. 
The pln,nt differR from other kwlarn ::;e RJW('ir::; (cf. ANDREWS 1050), such as 
Pol?Juala nbyssini('({ R. Uh.. P. ucic1dari;:; 0LIY., I'. arnrnria \\'1LLD .. P. erio­
ptem DC., P. irnyalaris Borns., l'. lin1Jlora BOJ., P. nilotfra C'HOD., P. persi-

Fig. I. - Polygala kac:aasi'i CnRTP.:1'; 1 habitus, :l seed, 3 capsule. 

cariifolia DC., P. pelitianri A. RrcH., P. senensis KLOTZSCH, P. stanleyana 
CHOD. in being shrubby. No similar Polygala is known to occur in adjacent 
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countries (sec for instance ADEMA 1966, CHODAT 1893, DAR 1973, EXELL 

1960) . It is therefore described here as a new species Polygala kassasii, in 
honour of Professor M. Kassas. 

Polygala kassasii CHRTEK, sp. nova 

Fruticulus parvu;;, ramulis ligueis, pallide vire::icentibus u ::ique albescentibus, broviter adpresse 
pilosis ; foliis alternis, obovatis u sque 0llipticis, 30-45 mm long is et 13-23 mm latis, in sieco 
olivaceo viridibus, sparse (in zona marginali autem densius) adpresse pilosis, superno glabros­
centibu:-J, nervo meclio subtus valcle prominente, pilis adpresse tocto, p otiolis brevissimis (usque 
3 mm longis), pilosis. Inflorecentiis axillaribus, densis, foliis fulcrnntibus manifoste brevioribus. 
Sepalis inaequahbus, externi::i usque 3 mm, internis 4-5 mm longis et 3,0-3,5 mm latis, late 
ovatis, sparse breviter pilosi::i, capsula matura distincto minoribus, in sicco griseo viridibus, venis 
anastomosantibus. Cap:·mla s ubrotuncla, 5,5-6,5 mm longa et 5,5-6,5 mm lata (ala inclusa); 
ala plus minusve assymmotrica, 1,0-1,5 mm:lata, radiatim n ervosa, prominenter v enosa, ad­
presse pilosa. Seminibus 3,5-4,0 mm longis et 1, 7-2,0 mm lat is, piceis, ac!presse pilosis, arillo 
trilobo, lobis usquo 3 mm longis, membranaceis, albescentibus, ad semina aclpress is . 

Typus: Sudan, prope Gedarif, University of Khartoum Expedition to Eastern Sudan, 
leg. M. KASSAS, M. 0. l\foBARAK, B. FADLALLAH, H. A. 02\IAR et l\I. OSMAN, 17. 12. 1967. Typus 
in herb. PRC conservatur, sub no. 319 (herb. typorum) . 

Polygala kassasii belongs to the section Orthopolygala CHOD . From other 
species of this section it differs by its habit, large seeds (up to 4 mm long) 
and large trilobatc arillus. 

I am grateful to Prof. V. Tiickholm (Cairo) for oncouragemont and to Dr. G. E. "Wickens (Kew) 
for valuable information. 

SO UH RN 

P.fi studiu h erbafov6ho materia.lu kahirske university (CAI) jsem n a lezl novy clruh roclu 
Polygala - P. kassasii - sbirany prof. M. Kassasem v okoli mesta Gedarif v jv. Sudanu. 
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