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This paper deals with the flora and vegetation of stony walls (wall tops, vertical wall surfaces) in
East Bohemia. In total, 207 species of vascular plants and 60 mosses were identified in 114 re-
corded relevés. Flora of walls is composed of a high number of accidental species. Only two species
(Poa compressa, Taraxacum sect. Ruderalia) were frequently recorded on walls. Differences in
species’ traits (life strategy, life form, dispersal) and ecological requirements of plants (light, mois-
ture) were analysed between vertical wall surfaces and wall tops. Due to high floristic heterogene-
ity, many communities can be classified only at the level of higher syntaxa. In total, 10 communities
were reported on the studied walls. Communities on wall tops were dominated by Poa compressa,
P. palustris subsp. xerotica, P. nemoralis subsp. rigidula, Conyza canadensis and Syringa vulgaris.
Four communities dominated by Corydalis lutea, Cymbalaria muralis, Asplenium ruta-muraria
and Cystopteris fragilis were identified on vertical wall surfaces. Their structure, species composi-
tion, ecology and distribution are briefly discussed.

Keywords: Wall tops, vertical wall surface, phytosociology, indicator values, plant traits, life
strategies

Introduction

Walls represent a specific environment, which is partly similar to rocks and rock fissures
(Woodell 1979). Nevertheless, their artificial origin, location in the urban and rural land-
scape and technology of wall building influence a range of plant species, which are able to
colonize this habitat. The following habitat attributes principally differentiate walls from
the rocks: (i) Walls consist of building materials, which are usually piled up using various
binding materials of lower durability and chemical composition different from the build-
ing material. Disintegration of the binding materials is responsible for accumulation of
fine-grain rubble in crevices and thus provides substrate with variable content of nutrients
that generally allow early succession of vegetation. The succession can be accelerated if
soil itself is used as a binding or covering material. (ii) By being repeatedly cleaned and
fettled, walls are in essence a temporary habitat. Frequent disturbances of wall vegetation
thus contribute to a high variation in species composition and exclude many species typi-
cal of rocks and rock fissures. (iii) Walls are usually isolated objects of small dimensions.
Therefore, wall microclimate is more strongly influenced by fluctuation of climatic factors
(precipitation, temperature and irradiation) than in the case of rocks. (iv) Walls consist of
limited number of microhabitats. Crevices resemble each other and sidewalls are of uni-
form slope and microtopography. In contrast, rocks are of apparent microhabitat diversity.
(v) Since walls are situated within urban and rural landscape, composition of wall flora is
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strongly influenced by the mass-effect from the surrounding ruderal and seminatural vege-
tation types.

Considering vertical division, walls usually consist of three different zones: (i) the base,
(ii) the vertical wall surface with joints (fissures) and (iii) the wall top. Species composi-
tion of basal zone consists of plants growing on vertical surface and species of nearby ve-
getation. This is caused by favourable environmental conditions of the basal zone (more
moisture and nutrients). The second zone is best developed on old walls of monuments and
buildings in historical town centres, disintegrating castle fortification, shady walls in gar-
dens, etc. Development of plant communities mostly depends on the level of disintegration
of mortar, concrete or any other type of binding material. Besides some ferns (Asplenium
sp. div., Cystopteris fragilis) and many ruderal plants, several alien species, typical of the
Mediterranean region, can be often found in this habitat in Central Europe, mostly as
a consequence of escape from cultivation (e.g. Cymbalaria muralis, Corydalis lutea,
Cheiranthus cheiri). The latter zone is mostly typical of rural landscape, e.g. isolated walls
usually surrounding cemeteries, courtyards and disintegrating castles. The development of
vegetation is determined by disintegration of material on the wall tops. Here, meso-xeric
communities are the most frequent ones (Korneck 1978, Kolbek 1997).

Much attention was paid to wall vegetation in southern, western and central Europe,
e.g. in Spain (Rivaz-Martinez 1978, Carmona et al. 1997), Italy (Oberdorfer 1975, Hruska
1987), France (Géhu 1961), England (Kent 1961, Woodel 1979), Germany (Hilbig &
Reichhoff 1977, Godde 1987, Werner et al. 1989, Brandes 1992a,b, Oberdorfer 1992), Po-
land (Weretelnik 1982), Austria (Forstner 1983, Mucina 1993) and Slovakia (Valachovi¢
1995, Valachovi¢ & Maglocky 1995). Comparison of flora and vegetation on walls of
southern, western and central Europe was made by Segal (1969) and Brandes (1992a,b).

Hadac¢ (1970) published the first relevé material of wall vegetation from the area of the
Czech Republic. So far only a few papers have brought relevé material on this vegetation
from the area of the Czech Republic (Kolbek & Kurkova 1977, Klimes 1986, Jehlik 1986,
1989, Homola 1990, Jirasek 1992, Duchoslav 1993, 1994, 1999, Kolbek & Sadlo 1994,
Sadlo & Kolbek 2000). Kolbek (1997) discussed the reasons responsible for the lack of
knowledge of wall vegetation in the Czech Republic. Among others, wall vegetation has
been considered as very plastic with unstable structure and low species richness (cf.
Kolbek 1997: 62). The last survey of plant communities on Czech walls was made by
Kolbek (1997) who recognized twelve communities of the Asplenietea trichomanis class
and three communities of the Sedo-Scleranthetea class.

After the Second World War, profound changes in landscape structure and land use oc-
curred owing to so-called “collectivization”. Land consolidation, sod ploughing and ur-
banization of villages had a decisive impact on the Czech rural landscape (Lipsky 1994).
As aresult, many isolated walls were removed from the villages. Rebuilding of town walls
increased during the last decade as a consequence of increased interest in conservation of
historical monuments. This consequently stimulated my interest to collect data. The pres-
ent paper deals with the wall flora and vegetation of lower and middle altitudes of East Bo-
hemia (Czech Republic).
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Studied area and methods

The studied area covers planar to upland belts [200-550 (600) m a.s.l.] of East Bohemia
(area of ca. 5,000 km?; Fi g. 1). The central part of East Bohemia belongs to a warm region
(mean annual average above 8°C) with a lower annual rainfall (below 600 mm). Higher el-
evations belong to a moderately warm region (mean annual average below 8°C) with
a higher annual rainfall (above 600 mm; Vesecky et al. 1958).

The range of sampling stands included all types of walls (i.e. isolated walls in court-
yard, fortification, city walls, walls of disintegrated buildings, monuments, etc.). The
study was restricted to the wall tops and the wall joints, whereas the flora and vegetation of
the wall bases (i.e. vertical surface up to 30 cm above ground) were not recorded. Local-
ities were selected by occasional walking through rural landscape and by visits of towns
with preserved historical centres, castles and chateaux. Data on flora and vegetation were
collected only on walls fulfilling the following arbitrary rules: occurrence of at least two
species of vascular plants and minimal cover of vegetation > 15% (wall top) or > 5% (verti-
cal surface). Following these rules underestimated variability of species found on the
walls, but it was necessary to avoid prohibitively time-consuming sampling, as well as
problems with classification of early successional stages or of unique samplings. In total,
125 relevés had been collected (incl. those extracted from the published papers), but 11
relevés were excluded from the subsequent analyses due to their unique plant composition.

The classical Ziirich-Montpellier approach (Braun-Blanquet 1965) was used. Where it
was not possible to classify stands using the Ziirich-Montpellier approach, the “deductive
approach” (Kopecky & Hejny 1978) was used (d.c. = derived community; b.c. = basal
community). Only mosses were estimated within the ground layer (E,). Nomenclature of
taxa follows Neuhduslova & Kolbek (1982), that of the higher syntaxa Valachovi¢ (1995)
and Jarolimek et al. (1997).

Life strategies were classified according to Grime (1979), life forms, dispersal strategies
and origin status of vascular plants were taken from Frank & Klotz (1990). Mosses were
classified into respective life strategies according to During (1979). Light, temperature,
moisture, reaction and nitrogen indicator values for vascular plants (Ellenberg 1979) and
mosses (Diill 1992) were used to express plant requirements for basic ecological factors.

Results

Plants and technology of wall building

Development of vegetation on walls is influenced by technology of wall building. Isolated
walls fencing courtyards or gardens in the countryside have usually been built from mate-
rial easily available. Compact sandy marls (= clay slates), that are typical bedrock of mid-
dle elevations of East Bohemia, have been quarried in many local stone-pits and used for
wall building. Absence of vegetation of wall tops in the central part of East Bohemia (Fig.
1) reflects an absence of isolated walls there: bedrock of flat lowland parts of East Bohe-
mia is composed of non-compact clay marl, flood sediments or loess, which were not suit-
able as building materials. Stockades or wire fences are typical of this region.
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Fig. 1. — Map of the territory studied. Dashed curve specifies the territory, which was intensively studied. Distri-

bution of the respective communities according to the relevé data is given.
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The technology of wall building was similar in most parts of the studied area. Stones
were piled up with or without using mortar, clay or concrete for binding. They were usu-
ally put obliquely on the top of the walls in the villages, while a layer of soil (turf) some-
times topped walls fencing gardens or fields (cf. Klime§ 1986). Other materials (e.g.
bricks, granite, gneiss, schist) were used less frequently. Only rarely the wall tops were
covered by a protruding coping of other materials (e.g. roofing tile, slate board). Disinte-
gration of the stones and stone joints due to climatic erosion, i.e. wind, frost, rains, and the
effect of the vegetation itself were responsible for accumulation of fine-grain rubble in
crevices, thus allowing further development of vegetation.

In essence, successful colonization of vertical wall surface by vascular plants depends
on meeting two requirements: sufficient diameter of the wall and presence of crevices with
disintegrated binding (or, rarely, building) material. Thin isolated walls (<30 cm) were
typically not colonized by plants because of extreme microclimate variation. Similarly,
vertical surface of walls that were built without a binding material (e.g. wall fences from
clay slates) were rarely colonized by plants. The only exceptions in such case were the re-
taining walls, since the moisture and nutrients are supplied from the adjacent soil.

Plants on the walls: the analysis of phytosociological data
Overview of flora

On walls, there is a high number of vascular plant species occurring with a very low fre-
quency. Whereas 207 species were recorded in total, 180 of them (i.e. 87%) attained fre-
quencies below 20%, and 78 species (i.e. 38%) were found only in one relevé. The most
common species — Taraxacum sect. Ruderalia and Poa compressa — occurred on 74 and
54% of studied walls, respectively. They were found on both vertical surfaces and wall
tops. Totally, 43 families were recorded on studied walls; the most common were
Compositae (17.1% of total flora), Poaceae (9.6%), Brassicaceae (7.0%) and Lamiaceae
(5.4%).

The most frequent life strategies were C (30.4%), CSR (25.4%) and CR (18.8%); the
most common life forms were hemicryptophytes (51%) and therophytes (26%). Native
species comprised 77.2%, archaeophytes 13.0%, and neophytes 9.8% of the total species
number. Anemochory (40.0%) and autochory (18.2%) were the most common dispersal
strategies of plants growing on walls.

The flora on the walls consisted predominately of heliophilous to shade-tolerant plants,
which indicate mesic to warm habitats and semi-dry to freshly moist soils. Reaction
showed no clear pattern with more frequent species indicating neutral to basic soils. Ac-
cording to nitrogen requirements, the flora on walls indicated nutrient poor to moderately
rich habitat (Table 1). Nevertheless, high coefficient of variation indicates bimodal distri-
bution of indicator values for nitrogen, i.e. high frequency of plants requiring either high or
very low concentration of nutrients.

Of the 60 species of mosses recorded on the walls, Hypnum cupressiforme (frequency
39%), Bryum sp. (28%), Tortula muralis (22%) and Ceratodon purpureus (22%) were the
most common ones. These species inhabited both wall tops and vertical surfaces.
Forty-two percent of mosses occurred only in one relevé.
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Table 1. — Mean indicator value (+ 1 s.d.) of selected ecological factors based on vascular plants (Ellenberg 1979)
growing on studied walls. Differences between wall tops and vertical wall surfaces were tested using two sample
t-test. CV — coefficient of variation (%); n.s. — non-significant.

Total CV n Walltops CV  n Vertical CV  n

surface
Light 6.8+1.4 20 175 7.1x1.2 18 129  6.5%1.6 24 100 P<0.001
Temperature 5.5+0.9 16 95 5.5+0.8 15 72 5.6x1.0 17 54 n.s.
Moisture 4.6x1.4 29 162 4.4x13 30 118 4.9+13 27 95 P=001
Reaction 6.2+1.9 30 97 6.0£2.0 32 69 6.4+1.8 29 55 n.s.
Nitrogen 5.4+2.4 44 148 52424 46 112 5.5+24 44 85 n.s.

Acrocarpous mosses were more frequent on the walls than pleurocarpous ones (66 and
32%, respectively). Colonists (48.1%) and perennial stayers (38.5%) were the most com-
mon life strategies.

Mosses generally occurring on well-lit places, but also in partial shade, composed the
moss flora on walls. Regarding moisture and reaction requirements, the mosses growing on
the walls were indicators of dry to mesic sites on substrata with pH higher than 5 (Table 2).

Table 2. — Mean indicator value (+ 1 s.d.) of selected ecological factors based on mosses (sensu Diill 1992) grow-
ing on studied walls. Differences between wall tops and vertical wall surfaces were tested using two sample t-test.
CV - coefficient of variation (%); n.s. — non-significant.

Total CV n Walltops CV  n Vertical CV  n

surface
Light 6.3+2.0 32 54 6.4+2.0 31 43 6.0+1.8 30 27 n.s.
Temperature 34+1.1 32 37 3.4x1.1 34 27 3.7+1.0 26 18 n.s.
Moisture 1.0+1.7 43 54 3.6x1.6 43 42 4.3+1.8 42 28 n.s.
Reaction 6.0+1.7 28 51 5.8+1.7 30 39 6.5+1.3 20 25 n.s.

Comparison of wall tops and vertical surfaces

Considering that a lower number of relevés was recorded on vertical surfaces, the number
of species recorded on wall tops did not exceed that on vertical surfaces (vascular plants:
159 and 117 species; mosses: 46 and 30 species, respectively). Nevertheless, species rich-
ness per relevé was significantly higher on wall tops (wall tops: 13.1+6.3; vertical sur-
faces: 8.8+4.6, Welch t-test, t =4.1, df = 112, P < 0.001). Plants occurring on both vertical
surfaces and wall tops represented only 32% of the total species numbers. The wall tops
exhibited a lower number of families in comparison with the vertical surfaces (31 and 40
families, respectively).

Species possessing CR, R, SR and S strategies were more common on wall tops, while
those with C, CS and CSR strategies prevailed on vertical surfaces (Fig. 2). Therophytes
were more common on wall tops, hemicryptophytes and phanerophytes on vertical sur-
faces. The two habitats did not differ in the proportions of alien and native species.
Anemochorous, autochorous and endozoochorous plants were more frequent on vertical
surfaces, while epizoochorous plants prevailed on wall tops (Fig. 2).
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Fig. 2. Frequency distribution of flora characteristics on wall tops and vertical wall surfaces. (a) Life strategies
according to Grime (1979). xz = 18.8, df = 6, P = 0.005; (b) Life forms: ther — therophytes, geo — geophytes,
hem — hemicryptophytes, cham — chamaephytes, phan — phanerophytes. Xz =17.6, df =4, P =0.002; (c) Origin
status: archaeo — archaeophytes, neo — neophytes. x~ = 3.8, df =2, P = 0.15; (d) Dispersal strategies of vascular
plants: anem — anemochory, auto — autochory, myrme — myrmecochory, endoz — endozoochory, epiz —
epizoochory, X2 =14.9,df =6, P =0.02; (e) Growth forms of mosses; X2 =0.04,df =1, P=0.85; (f) Life strategies
of mosses (sensu During 1979): pst — perennial stayers, ¢ — colonists, ps — perennial shuttle species, sls —
short-leaved shutters. xz =3.1,df=2,P=0.21.

The wall tops did not differ from the vertical surfaces in mean indicator values for tem-
perature, reaction and nitrogen (based on vascular plants data). Significant differences be-
tween wall tops and vertical surfaces were found for light and moisture (Table 1). Higher
shade tolerance of species growing on vertical surfaces compared to those occurring on
wall tops was recorded. Similarly, more species with high moisture indicator values were
found on vertical surfaces (Table 1).

Contrarily to the vascular plants, there were no differences between the wall tops and
vertical surfaces in proportions of particular life strategies and growth forms of mosses
(Fig. 2). Mean indicator values differed between the two habitats for none of the ecological
factors studied, based on mosses data (Table 2).
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Wall vegetation'
Communities on wall tops

b.c. Poa compressa-[Sedo-Scleranthetea/Stellarietea]

[incl. Sedo acri-Poetum compressae brometosum Klimes 1986, Saxifrago tridactylitis-Poetum compressae (Kreh
1954) Géhu et Lericq 1957 p.p.?]

This species-rich (mean 16.4, range 4-27) thermophilous type (Table 3, rels. 1-26) is differenti-
ated by frequent occurrence of succulents and species of semi-dry habitats. Poa compressa is less
dominant and other grasses frequently accompany it. The herb layer has a cover from 35 to 80%
(mean 61%). The group of typical species includes annuals to short perennials, some perennial
species (e.g. Taraxacum sect. Ruderalia, Poa angustifolia) and annual ruderal species. The moss
layer dominated by Ceratodon purpureus and/or Hypnum cupressiforme is developed with
a variable cover from 0 to 80% (mean 44%). The community inhabits tops of disintegrating fortifi-
cation of castles and bulwarks, plus tops of old isolated thicker walls in the villages (building ma-
terial: clay slates, rarely granite and gneiss). The sites are strictly sun-exposed. Mostly shallow
soils are of A-C type and contain a varying amount of skeleton and nutrients. The soil usually
contains a high amount of carbonates since clay slate represents the prevailing building material.
Broken relief, with zones of bare ground and crevices, characterizes the structure of the wall top.
The habitats are only rarely mechanically disturbed by humans, but usually are heavily eroded.
The community is distributed in the hilly parts of East Bohemia up to 520 m a.s.I. (Fig. 1).

d.c. Poa compressa-Poa palustris subsp. xerotica-[StellarietealArtemisietea]

(incl. Sedo acri-Poetum compressae chenopodietosum Klime§ 1986 p.p.)

The community (Table 3, rels. 27-53) is characterized by dense stands of dominant Poa
compressa (cover of E;: 25-90%, mean 62%) with lower species richness (mean 13.3, range
7-25) growing on usually thick soil layer (ca. 5-15 cm) with dark brown A-horizon. Besides
Poa compressa, many stands are dominated by Poa palustris subsp. xerotica. Erosion is less
important due to dense sward on stabilized soil layer; as a result, there are low frequencies of
R-strategists (i.e. weeds). On the other hand, stands are differentiated by the presence of C
and CR-strategists (e.g. Artemisia vulgaris, Achillea millefolium). The moss layer with dom-
inant Hypnum cupressiforme has a lower cover with a mean of 29% (range 0-80%). The
most typical stands of the community are the tops of wall fences in villages and old wall
fences around cemeteries (building material: clay slates, rarely granite, bricks and schist),
which were sometimes initially covered by soil layer. The soil contains lower amount of skele-
ton and higher amount of nutrients. The sites are either sun-exposed or shaded by surround-
ing trees. Widely distributed in the hilly part of East Bohemia up to 520 m a.s.l. (Fig. 1).

' The following types were found only rarely in East Bohemia and require further study: (i) Stands with dominant

Calamagrostis epigejos were rarely found on wall tops of demolitions. (ii) Senecioni fuchsii-Sambucetum racemosae
Noirfalise in Lebrun et al. 1949 (Sambuco-Salicion capreae R. Tx. et Neumann in R. Tx. 1950): fragmentary stands of
the community were found on wall tops in higher altitudes (surrounding of the town of Policka). (iii) Species-poor
stands with dominant Gymnocarpium robertianum were rarely found in wall joints. In addition to the dominant
species, only Asplenium ruta-muraria occurred frequently within such stands. Such stands represent fragments of the
Asplenio rutae-murariae-Gymnocarpietum robertiani Kolbek et Sadlo 1994 association that occurs primarily in
fissures of lime rocks or basic silicate rocks with content of calcium ions (Kolbek & Sadlo 1994).
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d.c. Poa nemoralis subsp. rigidula-[StellarietealArtemisietea]

(incl. Sedo acri-Poetum compressae chenopodietosum Klime§ 1986 p.p.)

The community (Table 3, rels. 54-58) is characterized by dense stands of dominant Poa
nemoralis subsp. rigidula, which completely replace Poa compressa on many walls.
Floristic composition and habitat conditions of the community are similar to the d.c. Poa
compressa-Poa palustris subsp. xerotica-[StellarietealArtemisietea].

Poa compressa community

(incl. Sedo acri-Poetum compressae Klimes 1986 p.p.)

The species-poor community (mean 6.5, range 2—15) comprises stands dominated by Poa
compressa (Table 3, rels. 59-66). Most of the diagnostic species of the communities men-
tioned above are lacking. It is typical of tops of isolated walls with thick and undisturbed
soil layer. Poa compressa develops compact dense sward (cover of E;: 35-80%, mean 61%;
cover of Ey: 0-90%, mean 12%) that competitively displaces other species (esp. mosses) in
the course of succession. Widely distributed in the hilly parts of East Bohemia (Fig. 1).

b.c. Conyza canadensis-[Sisymbrietalia]

The species-poor community (mean 8.3, range 6—11) comprises stands dominated by
Conyza canadensis (Table 3, rels. 67-69). The mean cover of herb layer is 52% (range
35-70%), moss layer is not developed. The community represents initial successional
stage on tops of ruins or tops of walls that are built from hard materials and jointed with
concrete or mortar. Rubble matter and coarse sand are typical substrates of this vegetation
type. It is reported from three localities in East Bohemia but is probably widely distributed
over the territory (Fig. 1).

Syringa vulgaris community

Shrub vegetation dominated by Syringa vulgaris was found only rarely on the tops of iso-
lated walls (Table 3, rels. 70-72). Syringa vulgaris composes 1-3 m tall, dense stands with
a high cover (mean 65%, range 40-100%) and low species-richness (mean 8.7, range
3—17). Due to strong shading from the lilac, herb and moss layers are only sporadically de-
veloped (cover of E;: mean 25%, range 1-70%; Eo: mean 22%, range 0-40%) and consist
of a number of accidental species. The community inhabits wall tops with very thick soils
(ca. 10-30 cm) in later stages of soil accumulation. The stands originated by plantation of
lilac or, less frequently, by its seeding or intergrowth from shrubs adjoining the walls. It
was found only rarely on old walls in lower parts of East Bohemia (Fig. 1).

S
7

Table 3. — Wall vegetation in East Bohemia: b.c. Poa compressa-[Sedo-Scleranthetea/Stellarieteal, rels. 1-26;
d.c. Poa compressa-Poa palustris subsp. xerotica [StellarietealArtemisieteal, rels. 27-53; d.c. Poa nemoralis
subsp. rigidula-[StellarietealArtemisieteal, rels. 54-58; Poa compressa comm., rels. 59-66; b.c. Conyza
canadensis-[Sisymbrietalia), rels. 67-69; Syringa vulgaris comm., rels. 70-72; b.c. Cymbalaria muralis-
[Cymbalario-Asplenion], rels. 73-86; b.c. Corydalis lutea-[ Cymbalario-Asplenion], rels. 87-90; Asplenietum
trichomano-rutae-murariae typicum, rels. 91-100; geranietosum robertiani, rels. 101-110; b.c. Cystopteris
[fragilis-[Cymbalario-Asplenion], rels. 111-114.
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Plantago media +1 .. 2
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Poa palustris subsp. xerotica . . . . . ... ... 20040 ..., .
Lamium album L B .. R ... 20
Sonchus oleraceus . ... oo B - . - .| 40
Geum urbanum ... o
Ballota nigra ... + oo -
Stellaria media ... ... +1 00
Lactuca serriola ... ... T
Galium aparine ... e
Cerastium holosteoides . . . . . .. Fo
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Epilobium montanum . . ... .00
Campanula rotundifolia . . . . . ... 0L o
Fragariavesca ...
Moehringia trinervia . . ...
Polypodium vulgare . ... e
Mycelis muralis ..o e
Poa nemoralis subsp. nemoralis 1 . . . . .. ... ... ... ... + .. 8
Campanula rapunculoides . . . . . . . ... ... ... +o 4 .. 4 ...1.2
Sedum maximum . T+ .. .. 8
Aegopodium podagraria . . ... ..o

Common taxa:
Taraxacum sect. Ruderalia + ol I+ 124+ 4+ ++ 44+ 4+ 7T 14+ 141111241141 14+42++ 1+ 1r++ 100 +++++ 100
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Poa annua 4 ...
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Galeopsis pubescens . o4 oL oL e A e
Senecio vulgaris 4 L.
Galium album 4 ..
Calystegia sepium 4 L.
Poa pratensis 4 +..1. 40
Plantago major + 20
Galinsoga ciliata m oo

Pimpinella saxifraga
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Relevé no. 1234567891111 1111112222222C(%)222333333333344444444445555C(%)55555C(%)
01234567890123456 789012345678901234567890123 45678
Lotus corniculatus v .. L o000 oo oo 02
Festuca pallens 02 ..o e A e
Sedum album ol oo s 8 T
Aethusa cynapium T o0
Matricaria maritima 7T ...
Echium vulgare 4 L.
Jovibarba globifera 4 L.
Convolvulus arvensis . .. ... o000 T o 8
Lolium perenne ... T e A e
Crepis biennis ..o R T A2
Veronica chamaedrys ... ... oo T o 8
Hieracium murorum . . ... T
Geranium pratense m ... ..
Trifolium repens 7 3 20
Barbarea vulgaris 7 1 20
Tanacetum vulgare 7 1 20
Symphytum officinale 4 L.
Calamagrostis epigejos m ...
Epilobium collinum 4 ..
Cirsiumvulgare L
Valeriana officinalis agg. . . . ..
Juveniles:
Syringa vulgaris 7T ...
Fraxinus excelsior 7T ...
Betula pendula 4 ..
Grossularia uva-crispa L0020
Sambucus nigra L e e e
E,
Hypnum cupressiforme L.33.2433 0000 .. 43 .431.32. 50 12.23512 .+43222 .42+ ..2.32... 67 ...3.]20
Bryum sp. + .+ e 24 e 42+ R L 33 2 .+ .. 40
Ceratodon purpureus 13 02+221+ 0001002244+ 01 00 58 oL PP - 22 ...2.] 20
Camptothecium lutescens S ... ........3.31233..2.22. 35 . 19 ... ..
Bryum argenteum R 12 ... .. 22 1 .+ .. 40
Brachythecium rutabulum 15 .+ .. 22 ..2..| 20
Bryum capillare 15 ... o m ... ..
Tortula ruralis 4 . . 7 1....020
Tortula muralis R - T 12 ...+ 0.0 0+ 0+ 30 ..+ .. 20
Barbula unguiculata B e 5 ... .. i . - 26 ...1. 20
Amblystegium serpens R T 2 1 7T ..+ .. 20
Camptothecium sericeum 3 8 L Lo 002020
Bryum caespiticium L2 4 3.... 4 1....2
Brachythecium velutinum 2 e 200012 o 4 .1 .. 20
Didymodon rigidulus . ... .. .4+ ..o 8
Eurhynchium hians PR 4 7 ...
Brachythecium salebrosum 2 4 L. 3., 4 ..2..2
Didymodon acutus .. Lo+ 1. 40
Encalypta streptocarpa O 4 e
Polytrichum piliferum P 4 o 4 ..
Pohlia nutans e 4 e
Plagiomnium undulatum . . . ... 04 Lo +oo 4 e
Hypnum lacunosum (Brid.)Hoffm. . . . . . . .. .32 ... ... ... .. .... P
Bryum bicolor e e e e 4 +.... 20
Brachythecium populeum . . . . ... ... ... 2. .. 4 e 4 ...

Species present in only two relevés: Eo: Swida sanguinea 2: 1, 107: +; Sorbus aucuparia 2: x, 107: r; Grossularia uva-crispa 107: +,
108: 1. — Juveniles: Rosa sp. 49: 1, 61: +; Taxus baccata 86: 1, 91: +; Acer pseudoplatanus 86: t, 107: +; Rubus idaeus 111: +, 112:
+.—Eq: Acinos arvensis 2: 1, 21: 2; Melilotus officinalis 2: +, 50: +; Artemisia campestris 2: +, 50: +; A. scoparia 5: 1, 103: 1; Vicia
tetrasperma 6: +, 27: +; Scleranthus annuus 8: 1, 37: 1; Artemisia absinthium 10: +, 77: +; Potentilla heptaphylla 10: +, 91: +;
Medicago xvaria 12: 1, 41: 2; Lamium amplexicaule 15: +, 38: +; Arctium sp. 16: 1, 31: r; Galium pumilum 21: +, 107: +;
Polygonum aviculare agg. 24: +, 25: +; Camelina microcarpa 32: +, 40: 1; Rumex acetosa 33: 1, 45: 1; Silene nutans 76: 1, 77: +;
Alliaria petiolata 78: +, 719: r; Epilobium ciliatum 81: 1, 93: +; Campanula trachelium 97: r, 102: +; Hypericum perforatum 105: 1,
107: +; Scrophularia nodosa 106: +, 113: +. — Eo: Rhynchostegium murale 80: +, 105: +; Polytrichum formosum 17: +, 18: +; Bryum
subelegans Kindb. 18: 1, 83: r; Brachythecium albicans 8: 2, 24: 1; Lophocolea bidentata 24: +, 25: +; Plagiomnium cuspidatum
50: 1, 71: 2; Mnium stellare 105: 2, 108: +; Atrichum undulatum 111: 1, 112: +; Barbula convoluta 35: 1, 86: +; Plagiomnium affine
25:r, 111: 2

Species present in only one relevé: Ep: Lonicera xylosteum 21: v; Hedera helix 86: 1; Fraxinus excelsior 104: 1; Acer
pseudoplatanus 104: +; Rubus idaeus 107: +; Betula pendula 107: +. — Juveniles: Acer pseudoplatanus 43: 1; Populus tremula 75: 1;
Fraxinus excelsior 80: 1; Acer negundo 83: +; Populus nigra 98: r; Fagus sylvatica 108: +; Acer campestre 113: +. — E;: Euphrasia
stricta agg. 1: +; Daucus carota 1: t; Trifolium pratense 2: 1; Botrychium lunaria 2: t; Anthemis arvensis 4: +; Chamomilla
suaveolens 4: r; Potentilla sp. 5: 2; Verbascum lychnitis 5: r; Poa sp. 5: t; Pyrethrum parthenium 8: r; Anthoxanthum odoratum 8: 1;
Rumex acetosella 8: 1; Sempervivum sp. 8: 2; Thlaspi arvense 10: +; Vicia cracca 11: +; Chenopodium polyspermum 12: +;
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Geranium pusillum 15: r; Leonurus cardiaca 16: 2; Descurainia sophia 16: +; Melandrium album 17: +; Potentilla neumanniana 18: +;
Cerastium tomentosum 19: +; Setaria viridis 22: 4; Lepidium campestre 23: 2; Arabidopsis thaliana 24: +; Erodium cicutarium 31: +;
Lapsana communis 40: +; Apera spica-venti 41: +; Arctium tomentosum 41: +; Melilotus alba 41: 1; Triticum aestivum 44: r; Veronica
verna 45: +; Galeopsis sp. 45: 1; Festuca pratensis 47: +; Polygonum arenastrum 53: +; Epilobium angustifolium 56: +; Plantago
lanceolata 57: 1; Stenactis annua 65: +; Crepis tectorum 65: +; Malva sp. 67: r; Sedum ochroleucum 72: +; Myosotis ramosissima 72: +;
Fallopia dumetorum T4: 2; Arabis sp. 75: +; Centaurea rhenana 75: r; Epilobium sp. 77: t; Parietaria officinalis 78: 1; Cardaminopsis
arenosa 85: 1; Verbascum thapsus 85: r; Phegopteris connectilis 92: +; Viola odorata 92: +; Gymnocarpium robertianum 93: 1; Sagina
procumbens 93: +; Pimpinella major 97: t; Dryopteris sp. 99: 1; Athyrium filix-femina 100: r; Lamium maculatum 101: +; Aquilegia
vulgaris 102: +; Hieracium sabaudum 102: +; Lamium purpureum 107: +; Arabis hirsuta agg. 107: +; Chaerophyllum aromaticum 107:
1; Epilobium tetragonum 110: 1; Angelica sylvestris 111: r; Leontodon hispidus 112: r; Ranunculus repens 114: r; Lysimachia
nummularia 114: +; Silene vulgaris 114: +. — Eq: Tortula subulata 2: 1; Polytrichum juniperinum 8: 2; Hedwigia ciliata 8: 1;
Cephaloziella divaricata 8: +; Tortula latifolia 16: r; Neckera complanata 21: 1; Abietinella abietina 24: 1; Climacium dendroides 24: 1;
Thuidium sp. 25: +; Tortula ruraliformis (Besch.) Grout 31: 3; Didymodon fallax 31: +; Mnium marginatum 38: 2; Cirriphyllum piliferum
41: +; Campylium calcareum 57: +; Barbula sp. 73: 1; Didymodon sp. 19: +; Pellia endiviifolia 80: 2; Rhynchostegiella tenella 86: +;
Pseudocrossidium hornschuchianum 91: +; Conocephalum conicum 101: +; Plagiothecium cavifolium 101: 1; Rhizomnium punctatum
101: 1; Bryoerythrophyllum recurvirostre 101: 1; Didymodon ferrugineus 105: +; Marchantia polymorpha 111: 1.
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Communities on vertical wall surfaces

b.c. Cymbalaria muralis-[|Cymbalario-Asplenion)

This species-poor (mean 10.5, range 3-27) and open community with a mean cover of
herb layer 50% (range 15-80%) is dominated by Cymbalaria muralis (Table 3, rels.
73-86), forming large hanging carpets. The moss layer with a low cover (mean 7%, range
0-30%) is mostly characterized by Tortula muralis.

The stands of the community inhabit both sunny and shaded vertical wall surfaces. No
relationship was found between the type of building material and floristic composition of
the community — it was recorded on granite, phonolite, bricks or clay slates. Fortification
of castles and old town centres, as well as walls surrounding churches and cemeteries are
its most typical habitats in the study area. The community is distributed from lowlands to
the hilly country of East Bohemia up to 480 m a.s.l. (Fig. 1).

b.c. Corydalis lutea-[ Cymbalario-Asplenion]

This community has the lowest species richness among those studied — mean number of spe-
cies per relevé was only 5.8 (range 5-6). Corydalis lutea dominates the community (Table 3,
rels. 87-90). The cover of herb layer ranges from 35 to 85% (mean 51%); moss layer is not de-
veloped. The community was recorded at two localities in East Bohemia (Fig. 1). It inhabits
joints of vertical, sunny to shady wall surfaces filled with disintegrating mortar or concrete.

Asplenietum trichomano-rutae-murariae ass.

This species-poor to moderately rich community (mean 12.5, range 2-25) with open can-
opy (mean cover of E;: 23%, range 6-50%) is differentiated by a dominance of Asplenium
ruta-muraria and A. trichomanes (Table 3, rels. 91-110). The group of common species
include those with a wide ecological amplitude (Chelidonium majus, Taraxacum sect.
Ruderalia). Moss layer with a low cover (mean 15%, range 0-60%) is formed by number
of accidental species.

The community inhabits joints of sunny to shady vertical wall surfaces built from various
materials (granite, gneiss, bricks, sandy marls, and slates) and jointed with mortar or con-
crete. The calciphilous Asplenium ruta-muraria (cf. Kolbek 1990) can successfully grow
even on acidic substrata thanks to a high amount of CaCO; in disintegrating mortar. Regard-
ing site exposition, level of shading and moisture condition, two subtypes were distin-
guished within the community: (i) Species-poor stands (fypicum subass.) with simple struc-
ture (cover of E;: mean 22%, range 6-35%) and low species richness dominated mostly by
Asplenium ruta-muraria (Table 3, rels. 91-100) inhabiting dry walls with prevailing SE, S,
and W orientation. The cover of moss layer is low (mean 4%, range 0—10%). (ii) Moderately
rich stands (geranietosum subass.) with differential species Cystopteris fragilis, Geranium
robertianum, Epilobium montanum, Mycelis muralis (cover of E;: mean 22%, range
10-40%) inhabit slightly moist, half-shaded or shaded and nutrient richer habitats with pre-
vailing N, NE and NW orientation (Table 3, rels. 101-110). The cover of moss layer is ap-
parently higher than in the former subtype (mean 22%, range 1-50%).

Asplenietum trichomano-rutae-murariae is a widespread community in the study area (Fig. 1).
The altitudinal range of this association varies approximately from 290 to 600 m a.s.l.
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b.c. Cystopteris fragilis-[ Cymbalario-Asplenion)|

Moderately rich stands of the community (mean 15.0, range 13—18) with low to middle
cover of herb layer (mean 28%, range 10-50%) are dominated by Cystopteris fragilis (Ta-
ble 3, rels. 111-114). The community is differentiated from Asplenietum by the absence of
Asplenium ruta-muraria and A. trichomanes. Cystopteris fragilis is accompanied by
a group of species that is identical with those typical of the subass. Asplenietum
trichomano-rutae-murariae geranietosum robertiani. Moss layer is well developed with
mean cover of 27% (range 3—60%) but without specific edificators. The community inhab-
its shady and moist joints of vertical wall surfaces (various building material) with prevail-
ing W, N and E orientation. It is frequently found on shaded bridge pillars or bank seatings.
The community is distributed in higher altitudes of East Bohemia (Fig. 1).

Discussion

Plants on walls

Frequency analysis showed that the most common species on walls could be classified into
two groups: (i) plants “specific” to wall habitats or habitats with similar ecological condi-
tions, i.e. rock debris swards and their semiruderal derivates (e.g. Poa compressa, Sedum
sp. div., Arenaria serpyllifolia) and rock fissures (e.g. Asplenium sp. div., Cystopteris
fragilis); (ii) common species with a wide ecological amplitude, which colonize the walls
due to mass-effect from the surroundings (e.g. Taraxacum sect. Ruderalia). High number
of accidental species that reach only low covers on walls indicate the influence of sur-
rounding vegetation on species composition on the walls (Holland 1972, PySek & Pysek
1988, Borgegard 1990, Kolbek 1997), as well as strong limitation by wall environment
and/or competitive exclusion in a small-scale habitat.

Although frequencies of respective dispersal strategies of plants occurring on wall tops
do not differ from general pattern found in Central-European flora (cf. Frank & Klotz
1990), vertical inclination apparently favours the establishment and spread of anemo-
chorous, autochorous and endozoochorous species. Aside from historical and topographi-
cal aspects, vertical surfaces are more frequently repaired as against wall tops in the
studied territory. Regular disturbances thus discriminate especially in favour of establish-
ment of the anemochorous plants. Surprisingly, the proportion of myrmecochorous plants
on vertical surfaces does not exceed that on wall tops. It is caused by the absence or very
rare occurrence of many myrmecochorous species that are common in wall fissures in
sub-atlantic and sub-meditteranean parts of Europe (e.g. Cheiranthus cheiri, Parietaria sp.
div.) in the studied territory. In addition, most native myrmecochorous plants, which are
dispersed by ants both on wall tops and vertical surfaces, successfully grow on both habi-
tats. The highest proportion of species of Compositae tamily found on studied walls is re-
lated to its high species number in Central Europe and the remarkable success of this fam-
ily in terms of dispersal and establishment (PySek 1997).

The proportions of neophytes and archaeophytes found on the studied walls were simi-
lar to those found in the Czech settlements (PySek 1989). However, their representation
was considerably higher than on European walls studied by Segal (1969). There are sev-
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eral reasons for this difference: (i) Although the difference was non-significant, this study
found archaeophytes and neophytes more frequently on wall tops than on vertical surfaces.
Since most of the published papers studied flora and vegetation on vertical surfaces only,
they underestimated proportion of alien species. (ii) According to Segal (1969: 279) the
proportion of alien species on walls is the largest in Central and Eastern Europe, where
wall vegetation has not such a “special look™ as in other areas of Europe.

The pattern of life forms recorded on the studied walls is the same as that found on walls
in other parts of Europe (Segal 1969, Brandes 1992a,b). Higher proportion of therophytes
on wall tops contrasted with a lower proportion on vertical surfaces. It is in agreement with
higher proportion of R, CR and SR-strategists growing on wall tops, as opposed to the ver-
tical surfaces. Especially winter annuals form a considerable part of vegetation of wall
tops (Klimes 1986), indicating a significant role of seasonal periodicity and disturbance.
In contrast, a high frequency of hemicryptophytes and phanerophytes on vertical surfaces
coincides with competition for limited space under relatively stabilized soil conditions.

The most widespread mosses on the investigated walls were reported as common on the
European walls studied by Segal (1969). Tortula muralis was observed as the most ubiqui-
tous pioneer in rather diverse sites including wall tops and vertical surfaces. Although
many other pioneers adapted to extreme environments were recorded on the studied walls
(e.g. Bryum caespiticium, B. argenteum, Didymodon sp. div.), mosses typically growing
on hard substrata (e.g. Tortula ruralis) were rare there. This is because of soft stones (e.g.
clay slates) being usually used as a building material for walls. High proportion of colo-
nists coincides with the wall environment that is less predictable in time and space (During
1979). Although proportion of pleurocarpous and acrocarpous mosses did not differ be-
tween wall tops and wall surfaces, pleurocarpous mosses (e.g. Hypnum cupressiforme,
Camptothecium lutescens) tended to be more-dominant on wall tops than on vertical sur-
faces. Such stands are typical of sites with uneven surface and thin A-C soils containing
a higher amount of fine-grained soil and organic matter. Stands containing pleurocarpous
mosses are mostly successional stages of communities with ultimately acrocarpous forms
and are often found in places with more favourable water relations (Segal 1969). Competi-
tion with vascular plants is not as strong in these stands as in stands dominated by Poa
compressa later in succession. These stands exhibit both very low species richness and low
cover of mosses.

Indication of ecological conditions based on vascular plants clearly showed that wall
tops and vertical surfaces differ in light and moisture: wall tops were drier and gained more
incident radiation than vertical surfaces. On the other hand, indication based on mosses did
not reveal any differences between the wall tops and vertical surfaces concerning the in-
vestigated factors. Presumably, this is related to a wide range of different microhabitats on
vertical surface (e.g. surface of hard stones, joints) colonized by mosses, which contrast
with vascular plants that colonize only fissures and joints.

In summary, ecological differentiation and contrasting topography of habitats are the
factors which may explain the low number of species occurring both on wall tops and ver-
tical surfaces. Moreover, physiological limits of early plant development exist: horizontal
growth of radicle of young plants prevents many species from successful establishment
and regular occurrence in horizontal fissures (Segal 1969).
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Vegetation on wall tops

The phenomenon of wall tops is fully developed only on old isolated walls in the country-
side. This is due to different construction and functionality of walls in villages and towns.
Most of town walls lacked developed vegetation, owing to the use of concrete and compact
and hard stones (e.g. granite) as a building material covered by protruding copings.

Klimes (1986) classified the top structure of isolated walls in Central Moravia (the Czech
Republic) into three types according to the prevailing ecological process: (i) erosion-accu-
mulative, (i) accumulative and (iii) erosion-type. Similar situation was recorded in the study
area. The erosion-accumulative and erosion types have higher species richness with a large
number of succulents and archaeophytes and lower cover of grasses. On the other hand,
lower species richness and dominance by Poa sp. div. is typical of the accumulative type.

It is evident that classification of vegetation on wall tops (cf. Klimes 1986) directly reflects
the environmental heterogeneity mentioned above. Nevertheless, floristic differences within
and among the relevé material concerning wall top vegetation from former Czechoslovakia
(Klimes 1986, Valachovi¢ & Maglocky 1995, this study) point to a high variability in species
composition that is related to untenably wide concept of the association Sedo-Poetum
compressae Klime§ 1986, whose local stands are under influence of both different species
pools and different meso- and macroclimate conditions of respective regions. Vegetation on
wall tops consists of species which indicate many different syntaxonomic units of various
ranks. Therefore, application of the classical phytosociological approach is limited. In fact,
wall top vegetation formerly classified within Sedo-Poetum Klime§ 1986 comprises more
types which can be classified at the level of basal or derived communities only. Somewhat simi-
lar types were reported from the railway embankments in Central Europe (e.g. Jehlik 1986).

Floristically similar community Saxifrago tridactylitis-Poetum compressae (Kreh
1945) Géhu et Lericq 1957 is widely distributed on wall tops and railway embankments in
warmer parts of western and central Europe (cf. Géhu 1961, Korneck 1975, 1978, Hilbig
& Reichhoff 1977, Forstner 1983). Kolbek (1997) predicted occurrence of the
Saxifrago-Poetum on walls in warm regions of the Czech Republic. Floristic comparison
of relevé material of these vegetation types (Géhu 1961, Korneck 1975, 1978, Hilbig &
Reichhoff 1977, Klime§ 1986, Valachovi¢ & Maglocky 1995, this study) shows that
Saxifrago-Poetum has a more “extreme” character with many xerophilous species of
Sedo-Scleranthetea, higher proportion of succulents and annuals, and lower presence of
C-strategists, than the types included formerly within Sedo-Poetum. So far, no relevés of
Saxifrago-Poetum have been published from the territory of the Czech Republic.

The basal community Conyza canadensis-[Sisymbrietalia] resembles vegetation types
reported predominantly from railway habitats, injured soils near building plots and demoli-
tion areas over the whole Central Europe, frequently under the name Erigeronto-Lactucetum
serriolae Lohmeyer in Oberdorfer 1957 em. Mucina 1978 (e.g. PySek 1974, Mucina 1978,
Kopecky 1980, Jehlik 1986, Visiidk 1996, Jarolimek et al. 1997).

Only the shrub community with dominance of Syringa vulgaris was frequently found
on walls in East Bohemia but its low species richness and floristic heterogeneity does not
allow its exact classification. According to Brandes (1992a), Syringa vulgaris is an “indi-
cator species” of tops of old wall fences with very thick soil horizon. Stands to some extent
similar to the mentioned type are reported from warm parts of the Czech Republic (South
Moravia, Central Bohemia; J. Sadlo, unpubl.).
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Vegetation on vertical wall surfaces

In contrast to twelve communities reported on vertical wall surfaces in the Czech Republic
by Kolbek (1997), only five communities were recorded by this study in lower altitudes of
East Bohemia. Relatively uniform building material of studied walls, similar
macroclimate conditions within the study area and rare occurence of some diagnostical
species of other communities are responsible for absence of some other types in the stud-
ied territory.

Asplenium ruta-muraria was found on most vertical surfaces in the study area (Table 3).
Its widespread distribution contrasts with other ferns such as Asplenium trichomanes or
Cystopteris fragilis. This is because Asplenium ruta-muraria is more resistant to consider-
able temperature fluctuation than other ferns (Segal 1969, Kolbek 1990, Brandes 1992b).
Asplenium ruta-muraria often forms pure and sparse stands in wall joints in extreme envi-
ronments or pioneer stages of succession in the study area. These species-poor stands were
not included in the current analysis.

Differentiation among “typical” Asplenietum trichomano-rutae-murariae and wall
communities dominated by species alien to Central Europe is problematic from the point
of view of syntaxonomy. The number of diagnostic species is limited and many stands are
floristically transitional: dryer climate and considerable fluctuation of the temperature are
presumably limiting factors in continental parts of Europe (cf. Segal 1969, Brandes
1992a). This “continuity” was reflected in number of described types, mostly at the level
of subassociation or “dominant community” (cf. Godde 1987, Jehlik 1989, Brandes
1992a,b, Oberdorfer 1992, Valachovic¢ 1995). From the Central European perspective, ap-
plication of the deductive method of classification is thus required.

Data on basal communities Corydalis lutea-[ Cymbalario-Asplenion] and Cymbalaria
muralis-[Cymbalario-Asplenion] are scarce from the Czech Republic (Kolbek & Kurkova
1979, Homola 1990, Duchoslav 1994, 1999) but both communities are probably widely
distributed. Phytosociological material published so far from Central Europe under the
names Cymbalarietum muralis Gors 1966 and Corydalidetum luteae Kaiser 1926 repre-
sent in fact fragmentary derivates, which should be classified as basal communities of the
alliance Cymbalario-Asplenion. Weak floristic differentiation and low species richness of
the b.c. Corydalis lutea-[ Cymbalario-Asplenion] is caused by rapid colonization of so far
bare cracked walls by Corydalis lutea via myrmecochory from neighbouring gardens
where the species is cultivated. On the other hand, colonization of the walls by Cymbalaria
muralis is slow, except of passive transport by water on river navigations (but see Hirtel et
al. 1996).

It is not correct to identify b.c. Cystopteris fragilis-|Cymbalario-Asplenion] with
Cystopteridetum fragilis Oberdorfer 1938 (Cystopteridion all.), a typical vegetation type
of shaded moist limestone joints. Many diagnostic species of the latter type are absent
from the stands of the b.c. Cystopteris fragilis-|Cymbalario-Asplenion], e.g. Asplenium
viride, Moehringia muscosa, Phyllitis scolopendrium and Valeriana tripteris (Brandes
1992b, Mucina 1993, Valachovi¢ & Maglocky 1995). Almost identical vegetation types as
b.c. Cystopteris fragilis-|Cymbalario-Asplenion] are reported on walls from Austria and
Germany as a “Fragmentgesellschaft” C. fragilis-(Cymbalario-Asplenion) (Mucina 1993)
or C. fragilis-Dominantzgesellschaft (Brandes 1992b), respectively.
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Souhrn

Préce se zabyva florou a vegetaci zdi ve vychodnich Cechach. Byly studovany dva vyrazné ekotopy zdi: boky
(vertikaly) a koruny. Vedle méstskych, zameckych a hradnich zdi byly studovany i izolované plotni zdi, které jsou
charakteristickym prvkem venkovské krajiny, ale jsou v poslednich desetiletich nahrazovany kovovymi ¢i dievé-
nymi ploty.

Celkem bylo na studovanych zdech nalezeno 207 druhil cévnatych rostlin a 60 druhi mechorostii. Vétsina
druhii se na zdech vyskytuje s velmi nizkou frekvenci, pouze dva (Taraxacum sect. Ruderalia, Poa compressa) se
vyskytuji s frekvenci vyssinez 50 %. Na zdech byly zaznamenany druhy ze 43 Celedi, z nichZ dominovaly Aste-
raceae, Poaceae, Brassicaceae a Lamiaceae. Z hlediska Zivotnich strategii pievazuji C, CSR a CR stratégové,

vém poc¢tu druhii zaznamenanych na zdech. Anemochorni a autochorni druhy reprezentuji nejcastéjsi strategii $i-
feni rostlin osidlujicich zdi. Na zdech pievaZovaly akrokarpni mechorosty nad pleurokarpnimi. Z hlediska Zivot-
nich strategii mechorostt pievaZovaly na zdech kolonisté a vytrvalé druhy. Flora zdi je tvofena druhy heliofilnimi
az tolerantnimi vUci zastinéni, které indikuji tepla aZ mezick4, na Ziviny chudé az stfedné bohatd stanoviste.

Srovnéni flory vrchold a bokt zdi ukézalo, Ze pouze 32 % druht se zaroveti vyskytovalo na obou typech sta-
novi§t. Na korunach zdi prevladaly druhy s R strategii (v&etné kombinaci tuto strategii zahrnujicich), zatimco na
bocich C, CS a CSR stratégové. Druhy anemochorni, autochorni a endozoochorni byly ¢etnéjsi na vertikdlach,
zatimco druhy exozoochorni na korunich zdi. PouZiti indika¢nich hodnot ukazalo rozdily v narocich cévnatych
rostlin na svétlo a vlhkost: druhy rostouci na korunach indikuji vyssi naroky na svétlo a niZ8i naroky na vlhkost
nez druhy rostouci na bocich. Rozdily v dalsich charakteristikdch druht nebyly nalezeny ani u cévnatych rostlin,
ani u mechorosta.

Klasifikace vegetace zdi je vzhledem k vysoké druhové heterogenité a nizké stalosti vétSiny druhi velmi ob-
tiZzna a vyZaduje aplikaci deduktivni metody. Celkem bylo na studovanych zdech zaznamenano 10 spoleCenstev.
Na korunéch zdi jsou nejcastéj$im typem porosty spolecenstev s dominantnimi druhy Poa compressa, reprezen-
tované b.s. Poa compressa-[Sedo-Scleranthetea/Stellarieteal a o.s. Poa compressa-Poa palustris subsp.
xerotica-[StellarietealArtemisietea], a s P. nemoralis subsp. rigidula, pfedstavované o.s. Poa nemoralis subsp.
rigidula-[StellarietealArtemisietea]. Porosty jsou druhové chudé az stiedné bohaté. Prvni typ je charakteristicky
vyskytem sukulentil a jednoletych druhti na vyslunnych a erozi siln€ ovliviiovanych korunach zdi. Dalsi typy jsou
charakteristické zvysenym podilem C stratégli na stanovistich spise mezofilnich s vyssi vrstvou pudy. Spolecen-
stva jsou charakteristickd pro koruny izolovanych plotnich zdi (zv14sté na venkové) v riiznych, spise pozdéjsich
stadiich rozpadu koruny a akumulace substratu. Koruny zdi se silnou vrstvou substratu osidluji druhové chudé
porosty s dominantni Poa compressa. Typickym spoleCenstvem korun zdi zbofenist je b.s. Conyza
canadensis-[Sisymbrietalia], osidlujici hrubozrnny substréit tvofeny prevazné rozpadlou maltou. Ziidka byly
v teplejSich ¢astech Gzemi zaznamendny kefové porosty s dominanci Sefiku (Syringa vulgaris).

NejcastéjSim spolecenstvem na vertikilach je asociace Asplenietum trichomano-rutae-murariae
s dominantnimi druhy Asplenium ruta-muraria a A. trichomanes. VIhEi porosty spolecenstva jsou diferencovany
druhy Cystopteris fragilis, Geranium robertianum, Epilobium montanum (subas. geranietosum robertiani).
Predev§im na méstskych a zdmeckych zdech se vyskytuji dal§si dvé spoleCenstva: b.s. Cymbalaria
muralis-|Cymbalario-Asplenion] ab.s. Corydalis lutea-| Cymbalario-Asplenion]. VIhEi, Casto zastinéné boky zdi

se severovychodni orientaci ve vysS§ich nadmotskych vyskach osidluje b.s. Cystopteris fragilis-|Cymbalario-
Asplenion], slabé diferencované od predchozich vegeta¢nich typu.
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Appendix 1. — Header data for Table 3.

Rel.no. Year Month Day Area Altitude  Exposition Inclination Cover (%)
(m”) (ma.s.l.) ©) ©) shrubs  herbs  mosses

1 1999 08 01 2.0 500 0 0 85 5
2 1999 08 03 8.0 420 0 5 75 60
3 1993 07 19 5.0 310 0 0 50 25
4 1993 07 19 5.0 380 0 0 65 50
5 1999 08 01 6.0 500 0 0 40 3
6 1993 07 19 5.0 380 0 0 80 40
7 1995 08 04 2.5 270 0 0 75 70
8 1999 08 01 8.0 520 0 0 75 60
9 1999 08 01 5.0 340 0 0 30 75
10 1990 07 05 1.0 400 0 0 50 45
11 1990 07 05 1.0 400 0 0 70 25
12 1998 08 31 5.0 300 0 0 60 50
13 1998 09 06 5.0 275 . 0 0 60 50
14 1998 09 12 9.0 340 135 15 0 60 0
15 1999 07 17 3.0 280 0 0 65 70
16 1999 07 17 2.5 280 0 0 55 30
17 1999 07 17 2.0 250 0 0 60 70
18 1999 08 03 5.0 300 0 0 95 70
19 1999 08 03 5.0 300 0 0 80 65
20 1999 08 14 4.0 280 0 0 30 80
21 1999 08 14 2.0 450 0 0 75 65
22 1999 08 14 5.0 260 0 0 95 35
23 1999 08 14 4.0 280 0 0 85 0
24 1999 08 14 5.0 300 0 0 85 50
25 1999 08 14 5.0 300 . 0 0 85 50
26 1990 09 07 4.0 340 180 20 0 95 0
27 1993 07 19 4.0 300 0 0 75 5
28 1998 08 15 2.0 330 0 0 80 15
29 1998 08 31 2.0 300 0 0 85 15
30 1998 09 02 2.0 300 0 0 80 15
31 1998 09 06 2.0 380 0 0 80 60
32 1998 09 06 4.0 310 0 0 70 80
33 1998 09 12 4.0 320 0 0 70 45
34 1998 09 12 2.0 270 0 0 80 40
35 1998 09 12 2.0 270 0 0 45 15
36 1998 09 12 5.0 360 0 0 85 10
37 1998 09 12 2.5 460 0 0 60 50
38 1999 07 17 2.5 290 0 0 85 25
39 1999 07 17 2.0 250 0 0 80 40
40 1999 07 17 1.5 250 0 0 70 30
41 1999 07 17 2.0 260 0 0 55 5
42 1999 07 17 5.0 270 0 0 75 70
43 1999 08 01 2.0 290 0 0 45 20
44 1999 08 01 7.5 250 0 0 30 45
45 1999 08 01 2.5 300 0 0 50 2
46 1999 08 01 6.0 280 0 0 65 5
47 1999 08 02 5.0 520 0 0 25 10
48 1999 08 02 6.0 350 0 0 40 40
49 1999 08 02 2.5 400 0 0 55 60
50 1999 08 14 5.0 300 0 0 85 60
51 1996 08 12 10.0 400 0 0 40 10
52 1999 08 01 4.0 290 0 0 30 0
53 1998 08 15 5.0 390 0 0 90 30
54 1998 09 06 4.0 270 0 0 75 30
55 1999 08 01 3.0 290 0 0 30 0
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Appendix 2. — Localities of relevés in Table 3.

1: Lichnice, ruins of the bulwalk of the Lichnice castle; 2: LanSperk, ruins of the bulwark of the castle; 3: Béla,
top of wall near the southern part of the village; 4: Pfibylov, top of wall along a road; 5: Lichnice, ruins of the bul-
wark of the castle; 6: Pfibylov, top of wall along a road; 7: HruSova u Vysokého Myta, top of wall in the centre of
village; 8: Hiirka u Hlinska v Cechéch, top of wall fence along a road; 9: Lukavicka, top of wall fence along
aroad in the centre of the village; 10: St&panov, top of wall in the centre of the village; 11: St&panov, top of wall in
the centre of the village; 12: Béstviny u Dobrusky, top of wall fence near a road on the southern part of the village;
13: JeniSovice, top of wall fence in the centre of the village; 14: Sudlickova Lhota, vertical surface of the wall
fence of the farm building near the village; 15: Lozice, top of wall fence along a road in the centre of the village,
shaded by trees from one side; 16: Zalazany, top of wall fence along a main road; 17: Hrochtiv Tynec, top of wall
fence along a road in the periphery of the village; 18: Vraclav, top of wall fence of the cemetery; 19: Vraclav, top
of wall fence of the cemetery; 20: Opocno, top of wall fence of the church in the centre of the town; 21: PotStejn,
disintegrating fortification of the PotStejn castle; 22: Pulice, top of wall fence in the centre of the village; 23:
Lhota u Nového M&sta n. Metuji, top of wall fence in the centre of the village; 24: Cern&ice, Pod Horou mill — top
of wall fence along a garden; 25: Cerncice, Pod Horou mill — top of wall fence along a garden; 26: Sudli¢kova
Lhota, top of wall fence of the farm near the village; 27, 28: Bél4, top of wall in the centre of the village; 29:
Opocno, top of wall fence near the railway station; 30: Valdice, top of wall near the railway station; 31: Pfibylov,
top of wall in the centre of the village; 32: Voletice, top of wall fence near the churchyard; 33: Bucina, top of wall
fence in the centre of the village; 34: HruSov4, top of wall fence in the centre of the village; 35: HruSova, top of
wall fence in the centre of the village; 36: Litomysl, top of wall fence of the chateau in the centre of the town; 37:
Horni Sloupnice, top of wall fence in the southern part of the village; 38: Lozice, top of wall fence along a road in
the centre of the village, shaded by trees from one side; 39: BliZilovice, top of wall fence around a garden at pe-
riphery of the village; 40: BliZiiovice, top of wall fence around a garden in the centre of the village; 41: Rosice
u Chrasti, top of wall fence along a road in the centre of the town; 42: Syncany, top of wall fence along a road in
the centre of the village; 43: Chrast u Chrudimi, top of wall fence around the chateau; 44: Hefmantv Mé&stec, top
of wall fence around a castle park; 45: Tfemosnice, top of wall around a homestead in the southern part of the vil-
lage; 46: Stolany, top of wall fence around a collective farm; 47: Policka, top of wall fence around the cemetery in
the centre of the town; 48: Moravska Trebov4, top of wall of the ruin in the SE part of the town; 49: Skute¢ — Vila,
top of wall fence of the lonely house; 50: Osicek u Cernic, top of wall fence in the centre of the village; 51:
Ledec n. Sazavou, disintegrating fortification of the Ledec castle; 52: Chrast u Chrudimi, top of wall fence in the
centre of the town; 53: StfemoSice, top of wall in the centre of the village; 54: PodlaZice, top of wall in the centre
of the village; 55: Chrast u Chrudimi, top of wall fence around the chateau garden in the centre of the town; 56:
Kamenec u Policky, top of wall fence of the mill; 57: Zampach, top of wall fence of the institute of social care; 58:
Borohradek, top of wall fence of the mill; 59: Srbce, top of wall in the centre of the village; 60: Srbce, top of wall
in the centre of the village; 61: LuZe, top of wall fence of the P. Marie church (“Chlumek”); 62: Sudli¢kova Lhota,
top of wall fence of the farm near the village; 63: Voletice, top of wall in the centre of the village; 64: KoSumberk,
top of wall fence in the centre of the village; 65: Castolovice, top of wall fence in the centre of the town; 66:
Doubravice, top of wall fence in the periphery of the village; 67: Chrast u Chrudimi, top of burned ruins in the
centre of the town; 68: Svitavy, top of wall fence near bus station; 69, 70: Chrast u Chrudimi, top of wall fence in
the centre of the town; 71: Osicek u Cern&ic, top of wall fence along a road in the village; 72: Moravské Trebova,
top of wall fence near bus station; 73: Predhradi, vertical surface of wall near a church in the village, Duchoslav
(1999: rel. 18); 74: Vysoké Myto, vertical surface of wall in the centre of the town; 75: Kunéticka hora, disinte-
grating fortification of the Kunétice castle; 76, 77: Trosky, vertical wall surface of the Trosky castle fortification;
78: Hradec Kréalové, vertical wall surface of the fortification in the centre of the town; 79: Hefmantv Méstec, ver-
tical wall surface of the wall around the castle park; 80: Vraclav, vertical surface of the bearing wall of the St.
Mikulas church; 81: Svitavy, vertical surface of the wall fence around the cemetery; 82: Moravskd Trebova, verti-
cal surface of the bearing wall of the house in the SE part of the town; 83: Vysoké Myto, vertical surface of wall in
the park near the centre of the town; 84: Opocno, vertical wall surface in the MIynska street in the centre of the
town; 85: Nové Mésto n. Metuji, vertical wall surface of the water moat around the chateau; 86: Nové Mésto n.
Metuji, vertical wall fence (fortification) of the chateau; 87: Sudlickova Lhota, vertical surface of the wall fence
of the farm near the village; 88, 89: Litomysl, vertical surface of the wall fence of the church in the centre of the
town; 90: Sudlickova Lhota, vertical surface of the wall fence of the farm building near the village; 91: Hefmantv
Méstec, vertical surface of the wall fence of the church in the S part of the town; 92: Voletice, vertical wall surface
in the centre of the village; 93: LanSkroun, vertical wall surface in the northern part of the town, Jirasek (1992:
240); 94: Kosumberk, vertical wall surface of the castle fortification; 95: KoSumberk, vertical wall surface of the
castle fortification; 96: LuZe, vertical wall surface of the P. Marie church (“Chlumek”); 97: Cem}’/ Dul, vertical
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surface of the church wall fence in the centre of the village; 98: Litomysl, vertical surface of the wall fence of the
church in the centre of the town; 99: LuZe, vertical wall surface of the post office building; 100: Policka, top of
wall fence of the cemetery; 101: Predhradi, vertical surface of the bridge in the village, Duchoslav (1999: rel. 17);
102: Kostelec u H. Méstce, vertical wall surface in the centre of the town; 103: Lichnice, vertical wall surface of
the castle ruins; 104: Brandys n. Orlici, vertical wall surface of the supporting wall of the church; 105: LanSperk,
ruins of the bulwark of the castle — ceiling of the corridor; 106: Rychnov n. KnéZnou, vertical wall surface of the
chateau in the centre of the town; 107: PotStejn, vertical wall surface of the bulwark of the PotStejn castle; 108:
Potstejn, vertical wall surface of the bulwark of the PotStejn castle; 109: Broumov: wall in the Machova street,
Hadac (1970: 233); 110: Pardubice: vertical wall surface of the furrow in the centre of the town; 111: Lanskroun,
shaded vertical wall surface near the PSenkiv pond, Jirasek (1992: 240); 112: Borova u Policky, vertical surface
of the wall fencing church garden in the village; 113: Liberk, vertical wall surface of the wall fence in the village;
114: Skuhrov, vertical wall surface of the wall fence in the village.

Chytry M,Kucera T. & Ko¢i M. (eds.)
Katalog biotopii Ceské republiky

Agentura ochrany piirody a krajiny CR, Praha 2001, 307 str., 157 barev. fotogr. v textu, 124 map. ISBN
80-86064-55-7.

Piiprava na vstup do Evropské unie (pfesnéji snaha o postupné naplnéni smérnice ¢. 92/43/EHS o ochrané volné
Zijicich Zivocicht, plané rostoucich rostlin a piirodnich stanovi§t) pfinesla nasi ptirodovédecké vefejnosti vy-
pravnou broZuru popisujici pifrodni vegetaci Ceské republiky. Publikace vznikla zcela G¢elové na objednavku
Agentury ochrany piirody a krajiny CR jako terénni piirucka pro mapovani biotopti pro projekty Evropské unie
(EU) a Rady Evropy (RE) — Natura 2000 a Smaragd.
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Zakladem dila je osm kapitol, které popisuji piirodni vegetaci CR. Dohromady s kapitolou ,,Biotopy siln& ov-
livnéné nebo vytvorené ¢lovékem™ tak tvoii devét vegetacnich formaci. Celkové tedy piehled umozZiluje celo-
ploné mapovani vegetace na libovolném tizemi CR. Jednotlivé kapitoly byly napsany nasimi prednimi odborni-
ky na klasifikaci vegetace nebo jejich nejlepSimi Ziky. Kniha je dopInéna precizné zpracovanym vysvétlujicim
aparatem, zakladni literaturou, rozsahlymi pfevodnimi tabulkami mezi vSemi pouZivanymi (i nepouZivanymi)
systémy klasifikace vegetace CR a nakonec rozsahlym rejstifkem Geskych a latinskych nazvi rostlinnych taxont
a jednotek viech klasifikacnich systémi pouZzitych v knize.

Zikladnich devét formacnich kapitol je rozdéleno celkem na 167 vegetacnich mapovacich jednotek
(chcete-li biotopt). Kazdy popisovany biotop pak v zdhlavi obsahuje kod, nazev a tabulku pfevodii na jednotlivé
vegetacni klasifikace (napf. fytocenologickou klasifikaci, lesnickou typologii, klasifikaci Natura 2000 apod).
Nasleduje popis vlastnosti spolecenstva — tj. struktury, druhového sloZeni, ekologie, rozsiteni, ohroZeni a mana-
gementu — doplnény o podkapitolu ,,Druhova kombinace®. V této kapitole jsou zvlasté oznaceny dominantni
a diagnostické druhy a uvedeny dal$i hojnéjsi druhy kaZzdého popisovaného spolecenstva (vse latinsky i ¢esky).
Popis je zakonéen odkazy na nejdulezitéjsi literaturu. V podkapitolce ,,Rozsifeni* je pro kazdy biotop téZ zpraco-
vana sifova mapa roziifeni dané vegetace v CR. Jde o v§znamny a v &eské fytocenologické literatute vyrazng no-
vatorsky pocin! Skoda jen, Ze nelze rozlidit, zda je Gdaj v mapce zaloZen na ,,piistupném* fytocenologickém
snimku nebo pouze na znalostech autora ¢i dalsich odbornikli o rozsifeni daného spolecenstva.

Nebudu se poustét do hodnoceni vymezeni jednotlivych vegetacnich jednotek. Na jedné strané je z¢asti dané
pozadavkem na moZnost prevodu pouZité klasifikace na systémy Natura 2000 a Smaragd a na strané druhé jsou
nejasnosti ve vymezeni nékterych jednotek dany stavem soucasného fytocenologického poznani, které se doufej-
me i diky tomuto ,,popularizacnimu® dilu dale rozsiii. Dovolte mi vSak zavérem nékolik obecnéjsich poznamek.
Je velmi chvéalyhodné, Ze autori (i zadavatel) nepodlehli moZnosti jen vytvorit cesky popis pifrodnich jednotek
(,,natural habitat“) uvedenych ve smérnici EU a Rady Evropy. Zakladem tak zustal ve stiedni Evropé vzity fyto-
cenologicky (cury$sko-montpelliersky) systém klasifikace vegetace byf upraveny pro potieby vyse uvedenych
projekti. Jde tak u nds teprve o druhou piiruc¢ku (po knihach o managementu vegetace — Michal & Petficek 1999
a Petficek 1999: viz Preslia 73: 285-287), ve které autofi pievedli desetileti prace ¢eskych fytocenologii do feci
pristupné Siroké piirodovédecké verejnosti. Nemylim-li se, jde zaroveti o prvni souhrnné dilo o aktudlni vegetaci
CR, ve kterém jsou urcité vegetacni jednotky popsany na zaklad& charakteristické druhové kombinace, diagnos-
tickych a dominantnich druht — tedy charakteristik, o kterych se bézné v botanické feci hovoii, avSak valna veétsi-
na z nds nefytocenologti jen matn& tusi, co piesn& pro konkrétni spoleenstva obnaseji. Ceska fytocenologie tak
po letech postupné vychazi ze stadia, kdy jeji vystupy byly srozumitelné jen Gzké skupiné odbornikd (nékdy téz
mirné ironicky oznacované za spolecnost fytocenologickych magu, jejich uént a téch, jez se za magy sami pro-
hlésili). Nezbyva neZ doufat, Ze vyrazné souborné pociny ceské fytocenologie z poslednich let (kromé vySe uve-
denych dél jesté napt. mapa potencidlni vegetace — Neuhduslova et al. 1997 a 1998, prehled rostlinnych spolecen-
stev a jejich ohroZeni — Moravec et al. 1995) budou pokracovat. Doufejme téZ, Ze bude dokoncen vychézejici Pre-
hled vegetace CR (prozatim vysly dva dily — Moravec 1998 a Moravec et al. 2000), piipadn& Ze n&kdy vznikne
obdobné jako tento Katalog koncipované dilo s popisem vegetaénich spolecenstev CR zhruba na troveii fytoce-
nologickych svazii.
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