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The omitted name Onopordum xbeckianum John 1907 is lectotypified. This name has priority over
the younger name Onopordum xspinosissimum Gonzalez Sierra G. et al. 1992.
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Jiti Hadinec, the curator of the Herbarium of Charles University in Prague (PRC), draw
my attention to the existence of a specimen of hybrid plants between Onopordum
acanthium L. and O. illyricum L. in the collections of PRC. The hybrid named
O. xbeckianum John 1907 emerged spontaneously in the Prague Botanical Garden in 1906
and was described one year later in the May issue of the German journal Lotos, published
in Prague. The name was forgotten although it appears in Index Kewensis with a hybrid or-
igin stated but without parental species given. Later on, the hybrid was described from
Spain once again in 1992 under the new name Onopordum xspinosissimum Gonzalez Si-
erra G. et al.

The hybrid plants are preserved in PRC on two sheets. There is a branch with inflores-
cences and one leaf on the first one. The second one contains two branches with inflores-
cences. | designated the first specimen as lectotypus. Both sheets bear labels with
a pre-printed head “Herbar. Beck.” and with a similar text: “Onopordon Beckianum
A. John, acanthium * illyricum (acanth. * illyr), (Im) Prager botan. Garten spontan
(entstanden) 1906.” The text on the two labels only differs in what is given in brackets; this
is missing from the second one. ;

Two other sheets contain parental plants. Three small envelopes with achenes and
mvolucral bracts and the reprint of the publication of the name are enclosed.

Both descriptions are very detailed. The John’s one is written in a rather old style on
about two pages, that of Gonzalez in precise contemporary style with many measured
data. They are based on plants originating from quite different climatic conditions, i.e.
Central Europe and Central Spain. Not surprisingly, the shape and some morphological
features of hybrid plants are thus different. In both cases, the comparison with parental
plants from the respective localities gives an evidence of hybrid origin.
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Onopordum Xxbeckianum John, Lotos 55, 5: 91, 1907, (Onopordum illyricum L. x O.
acanthium L.) “Onopodon”.

¢

Ind. oc.: “..im botanischen Garten der k. k. deutschen Universitiit zu Prag”.

Lectotypus (hic designatus): Im Prager botan. Garten spontan entstanden, 1906, A. John, PRC.
=Onopordum xspinosissimum G. Gonzalez Sierra, C. Pérez Morales, A. Penas Merino et S. Rivas Martinez,
Candollea 47: 206-207, 1992.

Ind. loc.: “Base del Cerro Negro, Madrid”.

Holotypus: Base del Cerro Negro, 25 V 1969, J. Borja, MAF no. 75078

The long disregard for this name has several possible reasons. The journal Lotos, pub-
lished in Prague by the German club of the same name in 1851-1943, was focused on vari-
ous topics of natural science. Its focus has apparently changed in the course of time, but
plant taxonomy was never a frequent subject of studies published in there. For that reason
it has not been commonly known, neither at present nor in the past, to the botanical public.
The publication of the name of the hybrid that can be found in Central Europe only in bo-
tanical gardens could not have met a wide reception in this region. This fact, together with
the non-specialized character of the journal could have negatively affected the knowledge
of the new name.

The author, Albin John, was active in botany only for a short time. He published, as far
as | know, only four articles on different topics in a short period of seven years. The oldest
and shortest (John 1900) and the most extensive article (John 1905) were ethnobotanicaly
oriented, the third (John 1907a) has a taxonomic character and the fourth (John 1907b) is
an anatomical study. The last two were prepared under the supervision of Beck von
Managetta, the professor on the German University in Prague. The second work (John
1905) was recorded in the standard Czech and Slovak botanical bibliography by Futdk &
Domin (1960). The first one (John 1900) appears as late as in its recent supplement (Kubat
& Skalicky 1999). The taxonomic work and the embryological study were fully omitted.
All articles were published in his student years and got lost, together with the name of the
author himself, from the mind of botanists.

Only very little is known about the author himself. From the lists of members of the
Lotos club, it can be found that he was a student at the University in Prague, probably
based in Doupov (Duppau) in western Bohemia. Later (since 19107?) he became a second-
ary school professor at an educational institute for German female teachers in Prague. No
plants collected by him have been known, and he is neither mentioned among the botanists
that worked at the Bohemian territory (Klastersky et al. 1970).

Souhrn

V herbafich katedry botaniky pfirodovédecké fakulty Karlovy university (PRC) se nachazi doklady kfizence
druhtt Onopordum illyricum a O. acanthium, ktery vznikl spontanné v prazsk¢é botanické zahradé a byl pojmeno-
van Albinem Johnem Onopordum xbeckianum po G. Beckovi von Managetta, ktery jej v zahradé objevil. Jméno
bylo zapomenuto a v roce 1992 byl kfiZenec téchto druhii popsan ze Spanélska pod jménem Onopordum
xspinosissimum. K zapomenuti jména vedla asi skute¢nost, Ze nové jméno kfizence druhii bylo vystaveno
v obecné pfirodovédném ¢asopise, ktery byl omezen svou plisobnosti na stfedni Evropu, tedy na oblast, ve které
se jeden z rodic¢ovskych druhi pfirozené nevyskytuje. K opomenuti jisté pfispéla i skutec¢nost, ze autor yména asi
nikdy ncbyl vice znam botanické vefejnosti.
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CD-ROM interaktivni software, verze 1.0, North Carolina Botanical Garden, University of North Carolina, Cha-
pel Hill 1999, cena 495.00 USD.

Jste-li ochotni zaplatit téméf dvacet tisic korun, miizete mit okamzity a uzivatelsky velmi pfijemny pristup k pre-
hledné uspofadanym informacim o 293 Celedich, 3303 rodech, 22 006 druzich, 2 735 subspeciich, 5 512 varic-
tach a 993 hybridech vyskytujicich se na izemi Severni Ameriky a o jejich roz3ifeni na tomto kontinentu. Ten je
rozdélen na celkem 70 zemépisnych oblasti, tvotenych 50 staty USA a pfilehlymi ostrovy (napf. Portoriko, Pa-
nenské ostrovy ¢i Gronsko). Kanada je téZ zahrnuta a rozdélena do 15 oblasti. Na jihu vie konéi linii Kalifornie -
Texas — Florida.

Vyskyt v kazdém regionu je barevné rozliden podle toho, zda je druh vzacny, vniman jako obtizny plevel ¢i se
vyskytoval pouze v minulosti (at’ uz byl cilené vyhuben ¢&i vyhynul). V3e je uspotfadano do pichlednych mapek
a po posunuti kursoru na ptislu$nou oblast se ve vét§iné pfipadi objevi informace o konkrétnim zdroji, ze ktercho
byl udaj o vyskytu pfevzat (flora i jiny literarni pramen, neziidka téz informace, kde Ize najit prislusnou herba-
fovou polozku). Mapky rozsifeni jednotlivych taxonti je mozno tisknout a ukladat.

Nechybi udaje o tom, zda jde o rostlinu na severoamerickém kontinentu pavodni ¢i zavle¢enou, zv1asté jsou”
zminény rostliny vzacné a endemity. Velmi podrobné je u kazdé rostliny uvedeno, k ¢emu je lidem dobra — autofi
rozliduji 37 kategorii uzitkovosti. Dozvite se také, k ¢emu ktera slouzila Indianim, jakym druham ptipisovali
magické a carodéjnické Gcinky. Téch je celkem 69 a nalezi 37 eledim — z pfisté¢hovalcii do nasi flory se to vi tie-
ba 0 Amaranthus retroflexus, ale coz takova Pinus strobus?

Biologické a ekologické informace o jednotlivych druzich nasvédcuji, Ze cilem této prvni verze bylo hlavné
piipravit co mozna nejiplnéjsi seznam druht, vyfedit taxonomickeé otizky a zahrnout alespoi zakladni informa-
ce o zivotni formé a roz§iteni. Kupfikladu typ stanovisté je pojednan pomérné kuse a trochu zvIastné — u viech
suchozemskych druhii je na vybranou pouze kategorie ,,wetland* (tj. moktady vieho druhu), ,weed* (ta zde po-
kryva veskera disturbovana stanovi§té a navic misi klasické kritérium pro plevele v na§em pojeti, tj. Zc rostou
tam, kde je my lidé nechceme) a ,,alpine to subalpine®.

Je také pochopitelné, Ze fada vlastnosti zatim chybi (namatkou napfiklad pivod zavlecenych rostlin, stupen
ploidie, rozmnoZovaci systém, blizsi klasifikace Zivotnich forem apod.). Nezbyva nez doufat, Ze se dalsi vylep-
Sovani ,,Syntézy* bude ubirat cestou dopliiovani biologickych a ckologickych vlastnosti. Pokud tomu tak bude,
mame se na co tésit.



